Select California Codes Relevant to Consolidated School Board Elections

Education Code § 5320.

The act authorized by this code of any officer, board, county committee, group of electors, or any other persons or agencies which
commences an election proceeding, and any mandatory provision of this code requiring that an election be held, is an “order of election.”
(Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.)

Education Code § 5321.

Whenever a valid and verified petition, authorized by this code and requesting that a board election be held in any school district or in territory
contained in one or more school districts or community college district, is received by the officer or board designated by law to receive the
petition, such petition shall be deemed an order for calling such election unless the officer or board is by law authorized to take some action
upon the petition other than ordering the election requested in the petition. If an election is ordered, the county superintendent having
jurisdiction shall prepare a resolution setting forth the specifications required in Section 5322 as preliminary procedure to the call of such
election.

(Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.)

Education Code § 5322.

Whenever an election is ordered, the governing board of the district or the board or officer authorized by this code to make such designations
shall, concurrently with or after the order of election but not less than 123 days prior to the date of the election in the case of an election for
governing board members, or at least 88 days prior to the date of the election in the case of an election on a measure, including a bond
measure, by resolution delivered to the county superintendent of schools and the officer conducting the election, or, in the case of an election
on a measure, only to the officer conducting the election, specify the following, or such of the following as he or she or it may have authority to
designate:

(a) The date of the election.

(b) The purpose of the election.

The resolution or resolutions shall be known as “specifications of the election order” and shall set forth the authority for ordering the election,
the authority for the specification of the election order, the signature of the officer or the clerk of the board by law authorized to make the
designations therein contained, and, in the case of an election on a measure, the exact wording of the measure as it is to appear on the ballot.
Pursuant to Section 13247 of the Elections Code, the statement of the measure to appear on the ballot shall not exceed 75 words.

(Amended by Stats. 2000, Ch. 1081, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2001.)

Education Code § 5323.

The county superintendent having jurisdiction shall at least 130 days prior to the date of a governing board member election consolidated
pursuant to Section 5340, notify the governing boards concerned of the order of consolidation of governing board elections under his or her
jurisdiction. Such notice of consolidation shall be given in writing.

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 428, Sec. 5.)

Education Code § 5324.

At least 120 days prior to the date of the election in the case of an election for governing board members, the county superintendent of
schools shall deliver to the county elections official in the county where the election is to be held, copies of:

(a) The order of election.

(b) The formal notice of election.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 221, Sec. 6. Effective January 1, 2003.)

Education Code § 5325.

Any school district election or community college district election, except a bond measure election, ordered to be held in accordance with this
code shall be called by the county superintendent of schools having jurisdiction of the election by doing both of the following:

(a) Posting or publication of notices of election.

(b) Delivery of a copy of the formal notice of election to the county elections official at least 120 days prior to the date of the election in the
case of an election for governing board members.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 221, Sec. 7. Effective January 1, 2003.)

Education Code § 5326.

If, by 5:00 p.m. on the 83rd day prior to the day fixed for the governing board member election, only one person has been nominated for any
elective office to be filled at that election, or no one has been nominated for the office, or in the case of members to be elected from the district
at large, the number of candidates for governing board member at large does not exceed the number of offices to be filled at that election, or
in the case of members to be nominated by trustee area and elected at large, the number of candidates do not exceed the number required to
be elected governing board member at large nominated by that trustee area, or in the case of members to be elected at large in accordance
with Sections 5030.5 , 5030.6, and 5030.7, no more than one person has been nominated for each membership position, and a petition signed
by 10 percent of the voters or 50 voters, whichever is the smaller number, in the district or trustee area, if elected by trustee area, requesting
that a school district election be held for the offices has not been presented to the officer conducting the election, appointment will be made as
prescribed by Section 5328.

The provisions of this section and Section 5328 shall also apply to elections for membership on a county board of education.

(Amended by Stats. 1996, Ch. 48, Sec. 2. Effective May 15, 1996.)

Education Code § 5328.

If pursuant to Section 5326 a district election is not held, the qualified person or persons nominated shall be seated at the organizational
meeting of the board, or if no person has been nominated or if an insufficient number is nominated, the governing board shall appoint a
qualified person or persons, as the case may be, at a meeting prior to the day fixed for the election, and such appointee or appointees shall be
seated at the organizational meeting of the board as if elected at a district election.

(Amended by Stats. 1978, Ch. 22.)
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Education Code § 5328.5.

If no one has been nominated to an office, prior to making an appointment to that office pursuant to Section 5328, the governing board shall
cause to be published a notice once in a newspaper of general circulation published in the district or, if no such newspaper is published in the
district, in a newspaper having general circulation in the district, stating that the board intends to make an appointment and informing persons
of the procedure available for applying for the office.

(Added by Stats. 1982, Ch. 428, Sec. 10.5.)

Education Code § 5329.

Whenever a candidate has filed a declaration of candidacy the name of the candidate shall be printed upon the ballot unless the candidate has
died and that fact has been ascertained by the officer charged with the duty of printing the ballots at least 68 days before the election.
(Amended by Stats. 1986, Ch. 866, Sec. 1.)

Education Code § 5340.

School district governing board or community college district governing board member elections for two or more districts of any type to be held
in the same district or area on the same day shall be consolidated so that a person entitled to vote in both or all of such elections may do so at
the same time and place and using the same ballot.

When a consolidated election is required by this section to be held, the basic unit for conducting the election shall be the elementary district.
The county superintendent of schools having jurisdiction shall notify the governing boards of all school and community college districts in
writing at least 130 days prior to the date of the election that a consolidated election is required to be held.

(Amended by Stats. 1982, Ch. 428, Sec. 12.)

Education Code § 5342.

Whenever any school district election or community college district election is scheduled to be held on the same day, in the same territory, or
in territory that is in part the same, as an election or elections called to be held by any other district, city, county, or other political subdivision,
the district election may be either completely or partially consolidated with the election or elections pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with
Section 10400) of Division 10 of the Elections Code.

The consolidation may be effected by the officer conducting the election upon receipt of resolutions from two or more political subdivisions
whose boundaries are totally or partially the same territory calling elections to be held on the same day if the resolutions are delivered to the
officer conducting the election at least 88 days prior to the date of the election.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 1995.)

Education Code § 5343.

If any school district election or community college district election is completely or partially consolidated with any other election, the notice of
election need not set forth the precincts, place or places of holding the election, or the names of the officers appointed to conduct the election,
but may instead state that the precincts, place or places of holding the elections and officers appointed to conduct the election shall be the
same as those provided for such other election within the territory affected by the consolidation and set forth in the ordinance, order,
resolution, or notice calling, providing for or giving notice of such other election, and reference shall be made to such ordinance, order,
resolution, or notice by number and title or date of adoption, or by date or proposed date of publication and the name of the newspaper in
which publication has been or will be made, or by any other definite description, except that no such reference need be made if the election is
completely or partially consolidated with a statewide election.

(Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.)

Education Code § 5344.

Within the territory affected by the order of consolidation the election precincts, polling places, voting booths and polling hours shall, in every
case, be the same and there shall be only one set of election officers in each of the precincts. When the returns of elections consolidated
pursuant to Part 3 (commencing with Section 10400) of Division 10 of the Elections Code are required to be canvassed by different
canvassing boards, the elections shall be conducted separately in the same manner as if they had not been consolidated, except as provided
in this section.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 923, Sec. 16. Effective January 1, 1995.)

Education Code § 5345.

In the event of consolidation of any school district election or community college district election with any other election the provisions of law
governing such other election with respect to the manner of marking ballots shall also apply to the district election consolidated therewith.
(Enacted by Stats. 1976, Ch. 1010.)

Education Code § 5016.

(a) If a tie vote makes it impossible to determine either which of two or more candidates has been elected to the governing board or the term
of office of a governing board member, the county superintendent of schools having jurisdiction shall so certify to the governing board.

(b) The governing board may either call a runoff election or determine the winner or winners by lot. Prior to conducting any school board
election on or after March 1, 1977, the governing board of each school district shall establish which of such procedures is to be employed by
the district in the event of a tie vote.

(c) If the governing board decides to determine the winner by lot, the governing board shall forthwith notify the candidates who have received
the tie votes to appear before it either personally or by a representative at a time and place designated by the governing board. The governing
board shall at that time and place determine the winner or winners by lot.

(d) If the governing board decides to call a runoff election, it shall call a runoff election to be held in the district on the sixth Tuesday following
the election at which the tie vote occurred. Only the candidates receiving the tie votes shall appear on the ballots. Any member of the
governing board who will be succeeded by a winner of the runoff election and whose term would expire before the winner of the runoff election
would be determined shall continue to discharge the duties of his office until his successor has qualified. The runoff election shall be called
and conducted substantially in the manner provided in Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 5300) of this part, provided, that the governing
board shall determine the adjustments of the time requirements prescribed therein which would be necessary in order to conduct the runoff
election.

(Amended by Stats. 1977, Ch. 1205.)
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Election Code § 13307.

(a) (1) Each candidate for nonpartisan elective office in any local agency, including any city, county, city and county, or district, may prepare a
candidate’s statement on an appropriate form provided by the elections official. The statement may include the name, age, and occupation of
the candidate and a brief description, of no more than 200 words, of the candidate’s education and qualifications expressed by the candidate
himself or herself. However, the governing body of the local agency may authorize an increase in the limitations on words for the statement
from 200 to 400 words. The statement shall not include the party affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political
organizations.

(2) The statement authorized by this subdivision shall be filed in the office of the elections official when the candidate’s nomination papers are
returned for filing, if it is for a primary election, or for an election for offices for which there is no primary. The statement shall be filed in the
office of the elections official no later than the 88th day before the election, if it is for an election for which nomination papers are not required
to be filed. If a runoff election or general election occurs within 88 days of the primary or first election, the statement shall be filed with the
elections official by the third day following the governing body’s declaration of the results from the primary or first election.

(3) Except as provided in Section 13309, the statement may be withdrawn, but not changed, during the period for filing nomination papers and
until 5 p.m. of the next working day after the close of the nomination period.

(b) (1) The elections official shall send to each voter a county voter information guide that contains the written statements of each candidate
that is prepared pursuant to subdivision (a). The statement of each candidate shall be printed in type of uniform size and darkness, and with
uniform spacing.

(2) The elections official shall provide a Spanish translation to those candidates who wish to have one, and shall select a person to provide
that translation who is one of the following:

(A) A certified and registered interpreter on the Judicial Council Master List.

(B) An interpreter categorized as “certified” or “professionally qualified” by the Administrative Office of the United States Courts.

(C) From an institution accredited by a regional or national accrediting agency recognized by the United States Secretary of Education.

(D) A current voting member in good standing of the American Translators Association.

(E) A current member in good standing of the American Association of Language Specialists.

(c) (2) In addition to the statement prepared pursuant to subdivision (a), if the elections official who is conducting the election permits
electronic distribution of a candidate’s statement, the governing body of a local agency may permit each candidate for nonpartisan elective
office in the local agency to prepare a candidate's statement for the purpose of electronic distribution pursuant to this subdivision.

(2) A statement prepared pursuant to this subdivision shall be posted on the Internet Web site of the elections official, and may be included in
a voter's pamphlet that is electronically distributed by the elections official pursuant to Section 13300.7, but shall not be included in a voter's
pamphlet that is printed and mailed to voters pursuant to subdivision (b).

(3) A statement that is printed in the voter's pamphlet and mailed to voters pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be included with the statement that
is prepared and electronically distributed pursuant to this subdivision.

(4) A statement that is prepared and electronically distributed pursuant to this subdivision shall be displayed in type of uniform size and
darkness, and with uniform spacing.

(5) The elections official shall provide a Spanish translation to those candidates who wish to have one, and shall select a person to provide
that translation who is one of the persons listed in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b).

(d) The local agency may estimate the total cost of printing, handling, translating, mailing, and electronically distributing candidate’s
statements filed pursuant to this section, including costs incurred as a result of complying with the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as
amended. The local agency may require each candidate filing a statement to pay in advance to the local agency his or her estimated pro rata
share as a condition of having his or her statement included in the county voter information guide or electronically distributed. In the event the
estimated payment is required, the receipt for the payment shall include a written notice that the estimate is just an approximation of the actual
cost that varies from one election to another election and may be significantly more or less than the estimate, depending on the actual number
of candidates filing statements. Accordingly, the local agency is not bound by the estimate and may, on a pro rata basis, bill the candidate for
additional actual expense or refund any excess paid depending on the final actual cost. In the event of underpayment, the local agency may
require the candidate to pay the balance of the cost incurred. In the event of overpayment, the local agency that, or the elections official who,
collected the estimated cost shall prorate the excess amount among the candidates and refund the excess amount paid within 30 days of the
election.

(e) This section shall not be deemed to make any statement, or the authors of any statement, free or exempt from any civil or criminal action
or penalty because of any false, slanderous, or libelous statements offered for printing electronic distribution pursuant to this section or
contained in the county voter information guide.

(f) Before the nominating period opens, the local agency for that election shall determine whether a charge shall be levied against that
candidate for the candidate’s statement sent to each voter and, if authorized pursuant to subdivision (c), for the electronically distributed
candidate’s statement. This decision shall not be revoked or modified after the seventh day before the opening of the nominating period. A
written statement of the regulations with respect to charges for handling, packaging, mailing, and electronic distribution shall be provided to
each candidate or his or her representative, at the time he or she picks up the nomination papers.

(g) For purposes of this section and Section 13310, the board of supervisors is the governing body of judicial elections.

(Amended by Stats. 2016, Ch. 422, Sec. 71.5. (AB 2911) Effective January 1, 2017.)
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